It) ^             THE COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA  GANDHI
India have risen to the occasion in combating it by peaceful means, that is, by a fervent appeal to those who are given to the drink habit to give it up, and by an equally fervent appeal to the liquor-dealers. A great impression has been created upon those who are addicted to these two evil habits.
I wish that it were possible for me to say that m this, at least, we were receiving hearty co-operation of the ruleis. If we could only have received the co-operation without any legislation, I dare say that we would have achieved this icform and banished intoxicating drink and drugs from our afflicted land
There is a force which has a constructive effect and which has been put forth by the nation during this struggle. That is the great care for the semi-starved millions scattered throughout the 700,000 villages dotted over a surface 1,900 miles long and 1,500 miles broad. It is a painful phenomenon that these simple villagers, through no fault of their own, have nearly six months of the year idle upon their hands.
The time was not very long ago when every village was solf-sufficient m regard to the two pximary human wants: food and clothing. Unfortunately for us, the East India Company, by means I would prefer not to describe, destroyed that supplementary village industry, and the millions of spinners who had become famous through the cunning of their deft fingers for drawing the finest thread, such as has never yet been dniwn by any modern machinery. These village spinners found themselves one fine morning with their noble occupation gone. From that day forward India has become progressively poor,
No matter what may be said to the contrary, it is a histor-ical fact that, before the advent of the East India Company, those villagers were not idle, and he who wants may see today that these villagers are idle. It, therefore, required no groat effort or learning to know that these villagers must starve if they cannot work for six months m the year.
May I not, then, on behalf of these semi-starved millions, appeal to the conscience of the world to come to the rescue of a people dying for regaining its liberty?
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